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A Critique on Dharmakirti’s
Classification of Negative Judgments

(H T ZBEETLENE ., BFE)
by Chan Sum-tin ([EFRHE)

Dharmakirti in his “A Short Treatise of Logic” (Nyaya-Bindu) introduced
eleven varieties of negative judgments, according to difference of
formulation. The characteristic that distinguish one form from others is the
relative nature of the Reason to the Predicate. Therefore, the classification of
the reason in negative judgment become the basis and our greatest concern in
this essay. ‘

It is a great work of Dharmakirti to identify eleven types of reason and give
example respectively for explanation. Nevertheless, the writer found some
problems that had to be resolved in the classification.

The problems are as follows:

i) Dharmakirti’s eleven types cannot illustrate the method and step
of classification. '

if) The classification is not exhaustive.

iii) The eleven types are not mutually exclusive.

The writer, in this essay, is trying to give solution to the above problems, and
complement the classification. First of all, the writer, by observing
Dharmakirti’s eleven types, introduce a method of classification. Through
four steps, we get eleven forms of reason for negative judgment, and these
eleven forms can match the eleven types of Dharmakirti. According to this
finding, we can catch the method that is used by Dharmakirti for
classification.

Secondly, the writer analyses the eleven forms one by one, amends and
complements the classification basing on the principles of exhaustiveness and
mutual exclusiveness. And finally suggests nine forms of reasons for negative
judgment which is considered to be more complete than those identified by
Dharmakirti.
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