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The Comparison of Two Popular Editions
in "The Sutra of Hui Neng"

(EIEY 2 [E2HR) 0 [ SRR ] BOESEITASR

by Ko Wing-siu (F &%)

"The Sutra of Hui Neng" ( Fa - Pao - T'an - Ching ) was the records of the sayings
of the 6th Patriarch of Ch'an ( Zen ) Buddhism during his life time and was written
by his disciple Ven. Fat Hoi on or about 700 - 730 A.D. Itis a well-known Buddhist
scripture over 1200 years and have been read by most of the Buddhist followers as
well as non-Buddhist people.

As the "Sutra" was written by hands in long period and was burnt during the time
of Liao Dynasty, so that there were many different editions appeared afterwards in
Sung, Yuen and Ming Dynasties. According to their style of contents and the
volume of sizes, we can divided them into four categories:

1. The Tun Huang Manuscript ( 780 - 860 A.D. )

2. Sramana Hui Yen's Manuscript ( 967 A.D.)

3 Bhiksu Cha'o Chiang's Edition ( 1056 A.D.)

4. Bhiksu Tsung Pao's Edition ( 1291 A.D.)

The most popular copy is the Bhiksu Tsung Pao's Edition and it had been
collected in the Tripitaka of Chin (<) , Ming and Quing Dynasties and also many
different printing editions flooding in the Buddhist schools.

As there were many branches or sects of Ch'an Buddhism after Ven. Hui Neng,
their disciples would like to change the contents inside of the "Sutra" to suit their
ways of teaching in every aspects. Besides the difference in volumes and the
wording of the Tun Huang Manuscript with the other three editions, even in the
popular edition, there were not the same in sequence and characters with each other.

The Author of this article selected two most famous popular editions, i.e. (1)
Cheung Sha Wood Block Copy, and (2) Kam Ling Wood Block Copy in comparison
of the contents of the "Sutra" in words by words, so that we can know the free nature
of the Ch'an Buddhist teaching, that is no dogma, no creed and no bondage.
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