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Dignaga’s Pramana-samuccaya for schematizing
the Buddhist Epistemology

Chan Ngan Che

Abstract

The present study is to present the philosophical views of Dignaga’s Pramana-
samuccaya for formulation of the Buddhist epistemology. The objective of this atticle is to
highlight the fundamental issues of Buddhist theory of knowledge that reinforce the Bud-
dhist doctrine of Mind-only.

The Vijfianavada (Mind-only) Buddhists make idealistic arguments to the effect that
‘to be is to be perceived’ so as to maintain that there cannot be any objects external to
various consciousnesses. By examining the mind structure on the issues of consciousness
with object image, two streams of the Vijfianavada School, the Sakara-vijiianavadin and
Nirakara-vijfianavadin, try to defend the idealistic premise of the Mind-only system in
different perspectives. Dignaga is representative of Sakara-vijiianavadin.

In the first chapter of Pramina-samuccaya, Dignaga establishes the framework of the
Vijiianavada doctrine. Dignaga first identifies the essences of direct perception and infer-
ence through two kinds of object, direct perception is free from conceptual construction
and can be classified into four kinds. He then advocates a theory of threefold division of
consciousness. The form of object and the perceiving means are inseparable. They are
mutual coexistent and dependent models for cognition, showing the relation of subject and
object being grasped by the consciousness and stress that object cannot be appeared apart
from our own mind. The cognitive event is aware of itself demonstrates the fact that the
mental object (prameya), the cognizing act (pramana), the awareness of that cognition
(pramanaphala) are indeed a single entity of consciousness. Dignaga’s doctrine of self-
cognition (svasamvedana) indicates a resulting knowledge (pramanaphala) that can ob-
tain results of knowledge and its verification.

Through the endeavor of Digndga, in particular with his exploration of the structure of
cognition, the nature of perceived object in relation to the reality, and the self-knowledge
of consciousness, he contributes to the Vijianavada philosophy for providing a foundation
of Buddhist epistemology.



A Study on the Chan Master Wen Yan of
Yun Men School of China

R. 8. Tsai

The Chan (Zen) Buddhism in China was divided into two major schools after
Master Huei Neng(Z fE); the Southern School after Huei Neng himself and the
Northern School after Master Shen Shiou(# 7). The Southern school was further
divided into 5 sub-schools : Guei Yann(##4) ; Lin Ji (B ¥); Tsau Dung(# i),
Yun Men(2£1); Fa Yan(3:FR).

The writer of this essay tries to introduce and analyze the back ground history
of the great Chan Master Wen Yan(3({E) and some of his very unique teaching
methods. Master Wen Yan finally found the Yon Men(ZF9) Chan School in Can-
ton province, and became one of the five important schools of the Chan Buddhism
in China.



The Studies of the Sutra and Dharnani of
Arya Avalokitesvara Buddhisattva

Ko Wing Shiu

Arya Avalokitesvara is the most honourable and adorable Buddhist
Boddhisattva at centuries and years by all kinds of people whether they are Bud-
dhists or non-Buddhists. For 2000 years or more since Buddhist beliefs were
spreading to other parts of India, Arya Avalokitesvara Buddhisattva has been uti-
lized by other religions of non-Buddhists so that many false sutra and dharnani
were appeared in every part of the world and especially in China and Japan. In
order to point out the true sutra and dharnani of Arya Avalokitesvara this article
was done on the ground of right view of Buddhists to give the people a clear
concept.

A Study on the Difference in Meanings of the Word
‘sunya’ and ‘sunyata’ in Different Buddhist Schools

Lee Yun-Sang

‘Sunya’ and ‘sunyata’ are the basic concepts in Buddhism. They are used by
different schools of Buddhism according to their own interpretation and not of the
same concepts. We are bound to fall into confusion and misunderstanding if we
fail to distinguish their difference in meanings. The writer of this essay tries to
solve this problem by the clarification of the different ways of usage of the words
‘sunya’ and ‘sunyata’by the Original Buddhism, the Madhyamika school and
Yogacara School of the Mahayana Buddhsim, with different kinds of evidences
from the writings of Buddhist literatures to support the conclusion.



A Record of the Seminar on the 5 memorial of Prof. Lo Shi-hin

by the Secretary

The founder of Dharmalakshana Buddhist Institute, Prof. Lo Shi-hin has past
away for 5 years. Members of the Institute had finished editing and published a
collection of 12 volumes of Prof. Lo's work( ZEFFE 2% + %) and held a
seminar for the memorial.

This essay recorded some of his students on their recall in mind about their
teacher, Prof. Lo, and also talk about the influence of Prof. Lo’s great effort in
teaching and spreading Buddhism in Hong Kong from the Fifties until now.

The Memoir of Dharmalakshana Buddhist Institute

Upasaka P.Y.Ko

The Dharmalakshana Buddhist Institute was founded in Hong Kong at 1965.
It is now 35 years old. The founder Prof. Lo Shi Hin passed away at § years ago
and some of the other founders were also departed. Therefore some new members
of the Institute worried that the history of the Institute would be lost if there is no
body to take up the work of recording the great events of the Institute for the past
35 years.

I was chosen to be the suitable person to take up this job at the Board of
Directors meeting as I am one of the living founders of the Institute. That is why
the reason for me to write this memoir. If there would be any errors and mistakes
in this literature, please feel free to let me know for correction in the next issue.
Thank you.
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