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A Summary on the Study of the Mahayana Siitras on Nirvapa

A FE R BEBBBEZMR
by Koh Cheng-hua (FFE=E)

The article is divided into two parts:namely the introductory and the
essay itself. The introductory gives a brief account of the word nirvana its
derivation and influence on later development of buddhist period. In which,
first, it begins with the implication of the word ‘nirvdana’ during the
Abhidharma period - as “true happiness” or “the ultimate”. Secondly, it
illustrates the concept of nirvana of the early phase of buddhism to as “the
fuel ends the flame passes out ”,a simile expresses final nirvana - the
cessation of vexation. Then, it proceeds to examine the natures of the
incomplete and the final nirvana, and the person attaining the bliss of nirvana.

As to the essay itself, it is in accordance with the three Mahayana
classics, namely, the MahaPrajnaparamita Sutra, The Saddharmapundarika
Sutra and The Mahaparinirvana Sutra, that reveals the Mahayana‘s conceps
of nirvana, mainly :--

(D The Fourth Meeting of the MahaPrajnaparamita Sutra(eight
thousand gathas)is employed here to explain the state of the unconditioned
attainment ------ unattached and unhindered, yet, it should not be mistakened
as nihility, but should be interpreted as comprising of the infinity; hence, as a
matter of facts, it reviews “destruction of the body and annihilation of the
mind, and free from any receptivity” the kind of nirvana concepts of the early
phase of buddhism.

2y The Saddharmapundarika Sutra and The Mahaparinirvana
Sutras which emphasize on the subtle virtues and its inscrutable functions
after Buddha entered into complete nirvana. such as :-
(a) the life span of Buddha in the past and future is infinite;
(b) the manifestation of Buddha being born and entering into
nirvana is an expedient to redeem the lesser sentient beings;
(¢) the expedient wisdom of Buddha surpasses the two yanas® --
their limited ability, knowledge, and purity.



(3) Both Saddharmapundarika and Mahaparinirvana Sutras
account on “the body of Buddha has the same nature as the dharma body” is
permanent and unchanged, and

(4) “all sentient beings possesses Buddha nature”.

Hence the Prajna classics emphasize on the deletion of all
attachments of the phenomenon taken to be true and takes to show that the
mortal world and nirvana do not bear any difference. And the latter two
classics place importance on the virtues manifested after the Buddha's
nirvana.
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